CHAPTER   I

THE FRIEND OF YESTERDAY THE FOE OF TODAY

) British Statesmen Attack Japan

TWENTY years ago Japan and England bound themselves
together in an Alliance, a memorable event pregnant with
history. The third revision of this Alliance, in July 19x1,
marked a turning point, whence England's friendship
began to cool Ten years later, at the Washington Confer-
ence, the intimacy of relations was broken off, After another
ten years, England headed the League of Nations in its
opposition to Japan over the affair with China. Today*
England appears as a tyrant, and relations, such is their
uncertainty, are changing from bad to worse, from those of
unfriendliness to those of hostility*
Simon.
The hostility has been boldly and frankly expressed by
Sir John Simon and by Mr. Lloyd George, According to a
London telegram of February 2, 1933, Sir John Simon,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, replied to a question put to
him by Mr. Lansbury, leader of the Labour Party m the
House of Commons, in very strong terms. He said that he
wished plainly and frankly to say that, in his opinion,
Japanese action in Manchuria had not been in conformity
with the Covenant of the League of Nations, Japan had,
beyond all question, used armed force, which the Covenant
forbade. He added that until an international decision was
reached, the British Government would not authorize
the issue of licences for the export to either China or Japan